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Electrical Cords and Temporary Wiring —
Fire Prevention Checklist

Electrical cords and temporary wiring account for thousands of electrical system fires that occur
each year. These fires can be prevented by limiting the use of electrical cords and temporary
wiring and by regular inspection and proper maintenance when they are used. The following
should be considered when reviewing fire safety related to electrical cords and temporary
wiring:

Extension Cords Yes No N/A
Is the use of extension cords, as a substitute for fixed building wiring, prohibited? [ 0 0
Are extension cords inspected for broken connectors, damaged insulation, and 0 0 0
missing hardware before each use?

Is the routing of extension cords, through walls, over beams, around corners, or [ 0 O
through doorways prohibited?

Are extension cords approved/listed for the environment present and loads O O O
expected?

Are extension cords in wet areas equipped with ground fault interruption (GFI) 0 0 0
devices

Are employees directed not to use an extension cord while it is coiled or O O O
wrapped tightly around itself?

Is the splicing of damaged extension cords prohibited)? 0 0 0
Equipment Power Cords

Are power cords on equipment limited to a maximum length of 3 ft (0.9 m)?

Is the splicing of equipment cords, to repair damage or to extend its original O O O
length, prohibited?

Are equipment cords inspected for damage, including the condition of any strain [ O O
relief devices, before each use?

Is the use of equipment cords without a ground connection, unless it is listed as O O O
“double-insulated”, prohibited?

Temporary Wiring

Is temporary wiring used only when needed, such as for maintenance, repair, or  [J O O
demolition activities?

Is the use of temporary wiring limited to holiday displays, special occasions, and  [J 0 0
ornamental lighting limited to no more than 90 days?

When used, is temporary wiring located at least 7 ft (2.1 m) above any walking 0 0 0

or working surface and not routed through doors, floors, or walls?

Are only grounding-type receptacles used to provide power to temporary wiring? [ 0 0
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The information, suggestions and recommendations contained herein are for general informational purposes only. This information
has been compiled from sources believed to be reliable. Risk Consulting Services do not address every possible loss potential, law,
rule, regulation, practice or procedure. No warranty, guarantee, or representation, either expressed or implied, is made as to the
correctness or sufficiency of any such service. Reliance upon, or compliance with, any recommendation in no way guarantees any
result, including without limitation the fulfillment of your obligations under your insurance policy or as may otherwise be required by
any laws, rules or regulations. No responsibility is assumed for the discovery and/or elimination of any hazards that could cause
accidents, injury or damage. The information contained herein should not be construed as financial, accounting, tax or legal advice
and does not create an attorney-client relationship.

This document is not intended to replace any recommendations from your equipment manufacturers. If you are unsure about any
particular testing or maintenance procedure, please contact the manufacturer or your equipment service representative.
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information about AIG can be found at www.aig.com | YouTube: www.youtube.com/aig | Twitter: @AIGinsurance
www.twitter.com/AlGinsurance | LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/company/aig. These references with additional information about AIG
have been provided as a convenience, and the information contained on such websites is not incorporated by reference into this
document.
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and jurisdictions, and coverage is subject to underwriting requirements and actual policy language. Non-insurance products and
services may be provided by independent third parties. Certain property-casualty coverages may be provided by a surplus lines
insurer. Surplus lines insurers do not generally participate in state guaranty funds, and insureds are therefore not protected by such
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